Every additional instance that is made public of a successful check to the spread of contagious disease will tend to strengthen tho hands of executive Medical Officers, by forcing upon the attention of our rulers the value of " Preventive Sanitation" in the management of epidemic disease. This record is therefore offered of recent experience in this direction.
In February of this year, small-pox invaded the Bhawulpore State from the side of Mooltan. Two cases appeared in the city of Bhawulpore on 6th February, and measures were at once taken to segregate the families of the afflicted beyond the city walls, for which purpose grass huts were erected at a safe distance. Three more cases occurred in the same week, and these were also removed.
In the city of Ahmedpore, thirty miles southward, three cases of small-pox were reported later in the month, whilst the Civil Surgeon was visiting there. Their whole families were segregated as in the former place. Two more cases were seized in quick succession, and were quickly removed outside. The houses of the afflicted were either purified with sulphurous acid gas, or were fumigated by burning luban (frankincense), which is commonly used as a disinfectant in the Levant. At the same time, our vaccine operations were vigorously pursued ; and in both instances the disease wa3 signally checked and extinguished.
This subject has recently been pressed upon the notice of the Punjab Government by the Superintendent-General of Vacci* nation for the Province ; and if it be the paramount object of Government to save human life, it seems reasonable to desire that all minor considerations (such as the danger of oppression to the people) should be made subservient to our one grand object.
